Pentagon 
Has Vast File 
On Americans 

y John Hall 

United Press International 

The Defense Department 
said yesterday it has index 
cards in its files on 25 million 
“personalities/’ 

The department said the 
computerized cards contain 
pertinent information on peo- 
ple, such as their name, sex 
and place of birth, as well as 
reference to a dossier contain- 
, ing more information. 

, The Army alone keeps at Ft 
J Holabird, Md., 7,138,181 per- 
sonality dossiers on aliens, 
I present and former employees 
[ of industrial security contrac- 
* tors, persons “considered to 
. constitute a threat to security 
and defense” and past and 
’ present military personnel. 

Assistant Defense Secretary 
Robert J. Froehlke disclosed 
the figures in testimony be- 
fore the Senate Constitutional 
Rights Subcommittee. 

He acknowledged that files 
were kept on well-known polit- 
ical figures such as Sen. Adlai 
Stevenson III (D-Ill.), but said 
steps were being taken to 
limit the practice and place it 
under civilian control. 

Froehlke said the Defense 
Central Index of Investiga- 
tion, established in 1965, 
serves as the central index for 
counter-intelligence and crimi- 
nal investigative files of the 
Defense Department. 
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“The DCII Contains about 
25 million index cards on per- 
sonalities and 760,000 cards on 
organizations and incidents,” 
he said. “On an average day, 
12,000 requests are processed 
and 20,000 additions, deletions 
and changes are made.” 

The index has grown at a 
rate of 2,500,000 annually but 
is expected to level off this 
year,” he said. 

Froehlke also gave details of 
the Stevenson filing. 

“There was file bearing the 
name of Sen. Adlai 
Stevenson III in the field of- 
fice of the Army’s investiga- 
tive and counter-intelligence 
unit in Chicago and that file* 
consisted wholly or primarily; 
of newspaper clippings.” 



He said there were “un- 
doubtedly files prepared con- 
taining material relating to a 
large number of well-known 
public figures.” 

Froehlke also told the Sen- 
ate subcommittee that the 
files had been destroyed. 

The Defense Department is- 
sued a new directive effective 
Monday prohibiting “physical 
or electronic surveillance of 
/ federal, state or local officials, 
or of candidates for such of- 
fices,” Froehlke said. 

He said the new directive 
would prohibit use of covert 
surveillance of persons or or- 
ganizations without specific 
authorization of the Defense 
Secretary or his designee. 

Froehlke nonetheless said 
military surveillance activi- 
ties, aimed at coping with civil 



violence that might require 
Army troops to suppress, 
would be continued. 

The implication was that 
military intelligence would 
not refrain from watching ci- 
vilians in such instances if 
they felt it necessary. 

To protect persons and 
property in an area of civil 
disturbance with the greatest 
effectiveness, “military com- 
manders must know all that 
can be learned about that area 
and its inhabitants,” Froehlke 
said. 

He said military snooping 
on a broad scale was neces- 
sary during the late 1960s “be- 
cause civilian agencies — fed- 
era, state and local — had de- 
monstrated a lack of capabil- 
ity to provide the quantity and 
types of information believed 



to be necessary effectively to 
cope in a timely fashion with 
the emergency then prevail- 
ing. 

Froehlke appeared in the 
wake of testimony last week 
by several former undercover 
men for the Army that agents 
infilterated, photographed and 
followed thousands of civil- 
ians, storing the information 
in dossiers and computerized 
files. 

Panel Chairman Sam Irvin 
(D-N.C.) has charged that such 
practice is a gross violation of 
constitutional provisions for 
unfettered free speech and pe- 
tition of grievances without 
recrimination. 

Froehlke acknowledged that 
j Army agents were assigned to 
the Republican and Demo- 
cratic national conventions in 
1968 but denied that any of 
them were assigned to attend 
sessions of the conventions in 
Miami and Chicago. 

The subcommittee has heard 
testimony about an elaborate 
military snooping network 
that collected information on 
• radicals as well as political 
i leaders such as Stevenson, 
black leaders, newspapermen 
and antiwar groups. 

The surveillance activities 
were begun in the violence- 
marred 1960s to prepare mili- * 
tary units in case they were 
I called out to suppress an in- 
surrection. But Ervin and 
other civil libertarians con- 
1 tended the spying grew out of 
bounds, jeopardizing constitu- 
t tional guarantees of free 
f speech without fear of govern- 
„ ment retaliation. 

Defense Secretary Melvin R. 

’* Laird already has announced 
y that domestic military intelli- 
gence activities would be 
* placed under stricter controls. 

A Defense “task force” was 
formed to undertake reforms. 
But one former undercover 
man, Edward D. Sohier, who 
served on the task force last 
year, said its main function 
was “lying” to congressmen, 
newsmen and others who in- 
quired about intelligence ac- 
tivities. 

Sohier said that while com- 
puterized files on domestic in- 
telligence activities have been 
stopped, other types of dos- 
siers are still being kept, and 
while original copies of a con- 
troversial compendium on 
American political activists 
has been destroyed, photo- 1 
graphic copies of the list still 
exist. 
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Under Secretary Robert Froehlke testifies before Sen- 
ate subcommittee about the Pentagon’s files on civilians. 
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